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Context Role in Directing Meaning:
Ibn Ma’qil Critiquing the Explanation of

Al-Mutanbbi’s Poetry
ODr. Fahd ibn Manahi Abdulhadi AL-Sihani

Abstract

The present study examines ibn Ma’qil’s critique of the grand
explanations written by great Arab commentators on Al-Mutanabbi’s
poetry, wherein they reached a consensus on the poet’s intentions in more
than sixty verse lines.
The study aims to investigate the role of the context in directing the
meanings of the respective problematic poems through ibn Ma’qil’s
analytical approach to the major explanations.
Aided by a deep understanding of Al-Mutanabbi’s diwan that is the primary
study area, the researcher uses an analytical approach to embark upon a
critical and inductive reading of ibn Ma’qil’s critique.
The researcher concluded that ibn Ma’qil relied, for his almost entire
critique, on the context of the situation, as introduced by the Arabic classical
rhetoric, or on the textual context, as framed and elaborated upon by the
modern textual analysis. This has helped ibn Ma’qil treat aspects of
deficiency and, hence, spell out the poet’s intention, or fathom out his
artistic mastery.
The researcher has several recommendations, chief among which is paying
attention to the textual context when judging the poet’s intention. He warns
against adopting the classical critical approach which considers each verse
line as a unit of meaning by itself not necessarily related to the preceding
verse line.

Keywords: context, context of the situation, ibn Ma’qil, explanation of
poetry, Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry.
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