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Abstract
Research Topic:

The narrative imagination in the “Sulwan al-Muta‘ {1 ‘Udwan al-Atba‘” book by Ibn
Zafar Al-Saqilli (565 AH).

Research Objectives:

The research aims to confirm the contribution of the Arab Maghreb’s literature in the
enrichment of traditional Arab literary creativity, especially fictional literature with its
strong reliance on imagination in its multiple forms and styles, which made it the main
source of various literary creations. This is through studying the imaginative symbolic
stories in al-Siqilli’s book.

Research Methodology:

The research followed the formal-structural approach, especially narratology, to inter-
rogate narrative texts, based on the study of narrative elements such as the narrator,
narratee, character, event, time, and place.

The Most Important Results:

al-Siqilli’s reliance on narrative imagination in its various forms and styles, which
were distributed among the narrative elements that reflected an image of his consistent
artistic awareness with his predecessors and followers of narrative creators; al-Siqilli’s
merging of the utilitarian, purposeful preaching aspect with the creative, imaginative
artistic aspect; and al-Siqilli’s positive use of narrative imagination in his symbolic
stories is reflected in his use of various narrative techniques that modern criticism
has turned to, such as narrators’ types and functions, character types and dimensions,
mechanisms for depicting events, narrative temporal techniques, and manifestations
of spatial space.

The Most Important Recommendation:

The necessity of studying traditional Arab literary texts from new angles to unleash
their rich creative potential; and apply modern critical approaches to the diverse Arab
literary heritage.

Keywords:

narrative imagination, Sulwan al-Muta, ‘Udwan al-Atba‘, Ibn Zafar al-Siqilli.
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