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Abstract:

Smiling is one of the remarkable phenomena in Al-Mutanabbi’s poetry, as it
represents an indicator of a specific connotation in different contexts, smiling is a
human and circulating phenomenon used to express certain feelings and emotions.
These feelings and emotions differ depending on the situations. Accordingly, Al-
Mutanabbi’s use of (smiling) as an indicative sign aiming to achieve a specific
connotation.

Al-Mutanabbi’s linguistic dictionary was not limited and restricted;
nevertheless, it was very extensive to the extent that everyone who reads his
collection feels astonished and admired. Because of the many strange and common
words and terms one encounters in his verses and poems and despite the enormous
abundance of these words and terms and their meanings, the phenomenon of
repetition and frequent use of some of these terms is notable to the careful reader. The
word “smiling” had a share of such repetition, which drew my attention to carry out
this study.

This research aims to study smiling as a human phenomenon in Arabic poetry.
It is used artistically to be a sign indicating satisfaction or anger, calmness or anxiety,
fear or reassurance, and other things indicating the achievement of special meanings.
Therefore, it is a non-linguistic sign in origin, then, the linguistic expression comes to
indicate that this expression is not intended for itself, but is an indication of a specific
meaning.

The research identified nine types of these connotations that can be mentioned as
follows: Smiling indicates: (admiration and hope for victory), (coquetry), (wisdom,
arrogance and pride) (politeness and deception), (Sarcasm and mockery), (courage in
war and indifference to dangers), (activity, satisfaction, and joy in doing good deeds),
(the ease of time, good living, and comfortable days), and (endurance, and patience in
the face of adversity and hardships.

Keywords: Al-Mutanabbi, smiling, criticism, sign, laughing.
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