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Abstract:

Research topic: lllegal Copying of Academic Books Among Saudi University Stu-
dents: An Analytical Study.

Research objectives: First Objective: “Analyzing the Causes of Illegal Copying”,
this research aims to explore the root causes behind the prevalence of
illegal copying of academic books among Saudi university students by
examining influential factors such as pricing, legal awareness, and ac-
ademic pressures. Second Objective: “Providing Strategic Recommen-
dations”, the research aims to offer a set of recommendations based
on the findings to enhance copyright protection, provide suitable legal
alternatives for students, and thereby support academic integrity and
the quality of education in universities.

Methodology: This research adopts both inductive and exploratory approaches, re-
lying on an extensive theoretical study of the research topic, as well
as a survey-based exploration study applied to the target population.
The research includes two main phases: the first focuses on building
the theoretical framework by analyzing local and international laws
and reviewing previous literature to identify research gaps. The second
phase involves an exploratory study conducted through an electronic
questionnaire, in which 436 Saudi university students participated, to
determine the reasons behind illegal copying.

Results: The study reached nine main findings, including the widespread phenome-
non of illegal copying of university books among Saudi university stu-
dents, a low level of awareness regarding legal aspects, and statistically
significant differences between males and females. Additionally, the
study identified the key motivations for illegal copying.

Recommendations: The study proposed a set of recommendations based on the find-
ings, focusing on providing practical solutions to address the phenom-
enon through mechanisms to raise awareness among Saudi university
students, and involving all stakeholders in the educational process.

Keywords: Intellectual Property Rights, Illegal Copying, Saudi Vision 2030, King-
dom of Saudi Arabia.
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